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EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

TO PARTICIPATE IN AN
AUSTRALIAN 120 - 150 WAY LARGE FORMATION SKYDIVING RECORD ATTEMPT

CURRENT RECORD
The current Australian Large Formation Skydiving Record is 112 which was so FAMOUSLY set recently with the brilliant help of our Perris Performance Plus (P3) friends at Perris Valley, California, USA, June 13, 2010.
AIM

TO SET A NEW AUSTRALIAN LARGE FORMATION SKYDIVING RECORD
Initial planning with this intent in mind is to look at a formation size of between 120 and 150, obviously depending upon how many Aussies express a desire to participate!
OUTLINE
This is an opportunity for Aussie skydivers interested in being part of an attempt to set a new Australian Large Formation Skydiving Record.
This expression of interest is being sent out to gauge the level of interest within the Australian Skydiving community for the undertaking such an event.
The Australian Skydiving community now has an amazing number of current and very competent Big Way Skydivers who recently completed a fantastic event, successfully breaking the then existing Australian Large Formation Skydiving Record of 81 - THREE TIMES, ON THREE CONSECUTIVE JUMPS, ON THE SAME DAY - firstly 105, then 109 and lastly setting the current record or 112.   Many had little big way experience but with the right attitude, location, facilities and coaching rose magnificently to the occasion.

There are also a number of Aussie skydivers who are regularly participating in the P3 (Perris Performance Plus) Big Way and 100 Way Camps - each scheduled for 18 jumps, which are conducted bi-annually in May and September of each year.   These camps are conducted using the P3 Big Way organisers Dan BC, Kate Cooper-Jensen, Larry Henderson, Tony Domenico, Doug Forth, Tom Jenkins, Mark Brown and Jen Domenico at the Perris Valley Skydiving centre.
So we have never been in a better position to potentially set the bar even higher and set a new Aussie record.

What I need to know is if there is enough interest to make such an event happen?
The proposal is for the following:

PROPOSED ATTEMPT DETAILS

· Find at least 100 committed Aussie Big Way enthusiasts willing to make a serious financial commitment to such an Event
· Conduct it at Perris Valley over the period 30 May to 12 June 2012
· Enlist the organisational expertise of the P3 Team and utilize the experience, logistics, aircraft and manifest facilities of the Perris Valley Skydiving Centre
· Conduct the Australian Large Formation Record Attempt by way of 2 x 3 day Big Way Camps then a four day Aussie Record Event structure, starting with 2-3 aircraft with 40-50 ways, through 3 to 4 aircraft 60-80 ways and finally a dedicated aircraft fleet of 6+ aircraft for the Aussie Record attempt Event.
· The Big Way Camps and Record Event would be structured for around 45 jumps in total, with the aim of determining the best aircraft and formation slots for everyone. This will build up the required experience and confidence level for each jumper so we have every skydiver doing their job at the same time on the same jump because that’s how records are made.
· For it to be an official Australian record it needs to be made up of a minimum of 75% Australians/Australian citizens, hence the need for at least 100 committed Aussies.   There is now a great deal of US and worldwide interest in our event following our tremendous success in Perris Valley in June this year, so I seriously doubt that there will be an issue finding suitably qualified and experienced people to make up additional numbers required.

COST

The attempt will NOT BE CHEAP! -  But with so much advance notice (a little over 21 months) people have plenty of time to organise holidays and most importantly start saving.   The jump costs (with every jump comprehensively video debriefed and a DVD of the event provided) would amount to approximately US $2,250.00 (on August 2010 prices/costs) - BUT please remember this is only a projected cost so may be a little higher.
There is a wind tunnel at Perris, it is the home of the DC9 Jet and balloons regularly take off from the airport, so other skydiving related activities will be coordinated if there is enough interest.
On top of the jumps costs there would obviously be flights, transport, accommodation, food and other incidental costs (plus more if wives / partners / friends wish to attend and include it as part of a holiday) - but this is where the serious commitment comes in!

There are a number of sponsor, donation and fund raising opportunities that may be able to be capitalized on, especially considering our tremendous recent success and subsequent media coverage, BUT firstly we need to receive a suitable number of serious and committed expressions of interest prior to taking the next planning steps.
EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENT

Not everyone who may be keen to attend will have the requisite Big Way experience right now and trying to bring interested people together to smaller events beforehand may be logistically and financially prohibitive, hence conducting 2 x 3 day Big Way Camps prior to the Record Event - bringing everyone together under the awesome experience of the P3 Team.  (I have seen skydivers on these camps with 200 to 300 jumps dock 99th on a 100 Way!) Not to mention Steven Hord from Picton who started the 100 Way Event at Perris with 170 jumps and was on all three records with just over 200 jumps !!
Using the P3 requirements as a minimum for attendance would be the benchmark for attendance on the attempts and that is:

Minimum experience required: 250 jumps, 50 jumps in the last 6 months, have been on at least a 20-way and have the ability to close 12th or later on a consistent basis. If you do NOT meet these minimum requirements, you may be asked to sit down from the dives.

This hopefully would not be an issue for ANYONE in the Aussie Skydiving community because we are talking 21 months away. Given the tremendous success of the P3 Big Way and 100 Way Camps and how the record attempt would be structured it would be a very achievable goal.   Also as was just mentioned people with less jump experience MAY be accepted to attend, but everyone’s performance on the Big Way Camps will determine whether they are selected to start the Record Event.
I have personally attended two Big Way and three 100 Way Camps at Perris Valley, along with other P3 Events and I have seen what has been achieved through the P3 experience and coaching technique.   On one 100 way camp we made 4 successful triple digit jumps with 39 people on the 100 way making their first successful triple digit jump.   There are many Aussie Skydivers who have attended these camps and the recent Aussie Record setting Event and I would encourage you to talk to them about how much you learn and how fantastic it feels to achieve such a milestone - they will have a ton of information and advice for you as well.

Also there are also P3 Big Way and 100 Way Camps scheduled for September 2010, and May and September of 2011, if people want to attend them.

CONCLUSION

Please remember at this point in time this E-Mail seeks people who are seriously interested and committed to making this event a success.   I know there are a million questions to be fielded let alone answered, but I was convinced we could set an Australian 100 Way Record this year and I am equally convinced we can break our existing record of 112, I believe it is absolutely achievable at Perris Valley in May/Jun 2012.
IF YOU’RE INTERESTED WHAT TO DO NOW:

Talk to people at your DZ and decide whether you are really serious about getting involved, is so please drop me an E-Mail gregorykjack@yahoo.com.au ASAP declaring your interest so we get an idea of numbers and hopefully get planning for this next Aussie Record Event under way.
Blue Skies

Greg
PS - All going well and there is a good level of interest, flyers and newsletters detailing specific information requirements, answering FAQ’s and updating progress will be sent out to all those people who have responded to this Expression of Interest.  We will also update our existing website www.Aussie100way.com to reflect progress.
THE AUTHOR

Greg Jack

Military Parachutist/Instructor since 1978, civilian jumping since 1989
9,800 + jumps

Instructor B, AFF &Tandem
Australian Large Formation Record Holder - 112
Attended 2 x P3 Big Way & 3 x 100 Way Camps at Perris Valley, other P3 Events and POPS World Record Attempts
Mad keen Big Way jumper

I would form part of the co-ordination team tasked with getting this event up and running in conjunction with the P3 Team and the Perris Valley Skydiving Owners and Staff

